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ARMED PEACE OR WAR? 

It is customary now, among the friends of peace, in 
speaking of the present condition of Europe, to call it 
" armed peace." The phrase has been used so much for 
some years that it has become almost classical. But, in 
our judgment, the expression is a very incorrect one 
and ought never to have been employed. It is an abuse 
both of thought and of language. It is an unin- 
tentional confession that peace may be secured by arms 
and by preparations for war. We say unintentional, for 
those who invented the phrase and who still employ it are 
among the foremost in holding that the present armed 
condition of Europe means war and not peace. 

In the present military state of the old world there is 
not one element of peace except the absence of clash of 
arms, and this much more resembles the lull between two 
great battles while the battalions are reforming and the 
commanders are reviewing the situation preparatory to an- 
other encounter, than it resembles peace. In itself con- 
sidered, it is simply the latest lull in the war of the cen- 
turies which has deluged Europe with blood and poisoned 
and embittered the relations of her States one to another. 
The whetting of the sword, the sharpening of the bayonet, 
the rapid manufacture of magazine guns, the making of 
numberless huge cannon, the invention of deadly explo- 
sives, the construction of torpedo-boats and gigantic bat- 
tleships, the feverish study of military tactics, the cease- 
less drill of soldiers, the vast increase of armies and 
navies, — that is what is going on in Europe. Is that 
what men do when they are seeking peace ? Do these 
things have any tendency in themselves to produce or to 
maintain peace? History says no. These warlike prep- 
arations of which Europe is so full are the outward evi- 
dence of the wide prevalence of the war spirit. Hatred, 
suspicion, jealousy, fear, love of power, the disposition to 
magnify the faults and imperfections of other nations and 
to see nothing but excellencies in one's own, — these con- 
stitute the very essence of the spirit of war, and where 
they exist unchecked by other dispositions they are cer- 
tain sooner or later to find expression in deeds of violence 
and bloodshed. 

Evils, it is said, sometimes cure themselves. But this 
is really never true. Their tendency, in themselves con- 
sidered, is always downward to a more complete develop- 
ment of their inmost nature and character. If by their 
final grossness and destructiveness they stir men up to a 
vigorous moral opposition to them, this is not the evils 
curing themselves. It is the awakened moral opposition 
that cures them. Every tendency of the present military 



state of Europe is toward open hostilities, and but for the 
influence of forces of another kind holding the war spirit 
in check, the last twenty years must have seen sickening ex- 
hibitions of the essential inhumanity of militarism. That 
there has been real peace in Europe during the last two 
decades, we do not deny. But this has not been produced 
by armaments. Its causes are of an exactly opposite 
kind. Peace rests upon confidence, respect, forbearance, 
the recognition of brotherhood and community of inter- 
ests, the disposition to forgive and to forget. These sen- 
timents, at least some of them, are more prevalent in 
Europe to-day than ever before. Sometimes they exist, 
in a curious sort of contradiction, in the minds of the men 
who are assiduously pushing the preparations for war. 

Whether these more humane feelings will succeed in 
controlling their opposites to such an extent as to prevent 
" the coming war," we cannot tell. That they are much 
stronger than many suppose, we have no doubt. The 
day is relatively not far off when they shall completely 
triumph and all the sounds of war preparation shall cease 
out of the earth. But so long as the gigantic system of 
militarism which now spreads its dark shadows over all 
Europe continues to exist and develop, there is continual 
danger of war, — bloody, destructive, unspeakably dread- 
ful war. On this point we must not allow ourselves to 
be deceived. Men do not gather grapes of thorns nor 
figs of thistles. 



THE PHILADELPHIA STATUE OF WILLIAM 
PENN. 

One of the things now attracting much attention at 
Philadelphia is the huge statue of William Penn, on ex- 
hibition in the court of the New City Hall just in front of 
the Broadstreet railway station. Most of the crowd of 
comers and goers at this great station pass through the 
cross of this court and at nearly all hours of the day an 
admiring throng of people may be seen about the statue. 
It was made to be put upon the tower of the hall, a mag- 
nificent new building which has cost sixteen millions of 
dollars. The statue is in bronze, is thirty-seven feet high 
and weighs thirty tons. The proportions, however, are 
excellent, and the whole figure makes a fine impression 
from an artistic point of view. It is in the style of dress 
which was common in England in William Penn's time, 
a style which is very pleasing as it appears in this bronze 
figure. 

In looking at the statue one is struck with the absence 
from it of all the military trappings so common in con- 
nection with the monuments of noted men. It is made 
to represent that type of character and work of which 
Penn was so eminent an example. There is one very 
noticeable defect in the face, if defect it may be called. 
It is contemplative, peaceful, full of insight and wisdom, 
prophetic, till it almost betrays a touch of absent-minded- 
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ness, but it is not benevolent, kind, tender as William 
Penn was. It may have been impossible to combine 
these qualities with the others in the expression of the 
face. The right hand, however, expresses them. It is 
stretched out a little way in front of the right hip, with 
the palm downward, as if dispensing blessing and 
calmiDg passion and strife. The whole figure is as fine 
an expression of Penn's character as could well be put 
into solid materials. 

It seems almost wrong to put this noble statue away on 
the top of the tower where people can see so little of it. 
It ought to be kept down close to the earth where it may 
have the greatest possible influence, for the qualities 
which it embodies are the ones which the world most 
needs to learn and which lie at the basis of the new and 
truer civilization on which it is now rapidly entering. 
William Penn is just beginning to be understood. His 
experiment in statecraft, though successful to a degree 
which seems nearly inconceivable under the circumstances, 
was really many generations ahead of its time. But now 
the meaning of it, the possibility of realizing it on a great 
scale, is just coming to make itself felt. It seems when 
you think of him and of what he did in an age of almost 
ceaseless strife and in a country of savages, that William 
Penn ought to belong to the age of myth and legend. 
But there is not a mythical feature about his history. 
Nothing could be more intensely real. It is one of those 
bits of history which defy all destructive criticism. 

The only sense in which his experiment was a failure 
was that it was not taken up and carried by others into 
the whole field of political activity. In itself it was a 
perfect success. It is nearly impossible to conceive of 
any improvement in it either as an ideal theory or as re- 
sulting in a valuable practical achievement. And there 
it stands clear as the light, to challenge the admiration 
of the times now coming upon us, to stand not only as 
the type of the perfect statesmanship of the future, but 
also of a realized state of society in which weapons of 
war shall have no place, in which no more statues shall 
be built to military heroes and in which those already 
erected and now so conspicuous throughout the world 
shall very likely pass out of regard and possibly out of 
existence. 



THE MONEY QUESTION. 

The Brussels Monetary Conference adjourned on the 
17th of December, without having accomplished any- 
thing for the immediate solution of the silver problem. 
The various plans proposed found little support among 
the delegates in general. To an outsider it looks as if 
the members of the Conference had gone to Brussels each 
persuaded of his own superior wisdom, or at least not 
disposed to consider any view except that represented by 
his own government. But this is probably not at all true. 



The failure of the delegates to agree and to accomplish 
anything practical is due to the greatness and delicacy of 
the money question. It is something done towards its 
solution to have had the various views and plans which 
were discussed at Brussels made public. The differences 
of view on bi-metallism and mono-metallism cannot be 
removed in a day. The Brussels Conference and the 
behavior of silver and gold while it was going on and 
since show conclusively one thing. No efforts of men or 
of nations, singly or combined, can do anything to coun- 
teract permanently the fundamental laws governing the 
action of gold and silver as bullion or as money. It is 
worse than useless to try to keep up the price of silver 
by legislation when the mines are pouring it so rapidly 
into the market, production being even stimulated by the 
artificial means employed to enhance its value. If all the 
governments in the world should adopt bi-metallism and 
begin to buy silver, the price of the metal would not rise 
the least, unless the enormous output of the mines, which 
would be stimulated by this action, could in some way be 
lessened, for when the limit of the quantity of the metal 
needed for money should be reached, and that limit it 
would not take long to reach on account of the large 
amount of silver in actual circulation in the world, the 
price would inevitably decline. This limit has probably 
already been reached in the United States, and hence the 
forcing of silver, or its representative certificates, into 
circulation as money ought to be stopped. Any further 
action in this direction can only result ultimately in de- 
rangement of prices and in general business disorder. 
The amount of money in circulation ought to be equal to 
the demands of business, but no greater ; and it is clearly 
the duty of the general government to see that this limit 
is not passed much in either way. 

The increasing flow of gold to Europe ought to teach 
at once another lesson. Six million dollars in ten days is 
a big drain on the gold of the country. Neither Wall 
Street nor the United States treasury can prevent the 
continuation of this flow, if the silver dollar is kept at its 
present number of grains. If the dollar continues to be 
coined, it ought to have enough grains of silver added to 
it to make its bullion and its legal tender value about the 
same. It is really amazing that this has not been done 
long ago. If the United States would take this step at 
once and then stop the excessive issue of silver coin and 
silver certificates, it would do more to settle the silver 
problem than a dozen monetary conferences could do. If 
bi-metallism is to be maintained at all, it can only be done 
by making every dollar honest, and that requires that the 
ratio between the two metals should be readjusted every 
time there is any considerable change, which is likely to 
be permanent in the value of either. 



Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord. Hebrews xii, 14. 



